
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



71] Bureau of Statistics of Department of Agriculture. 149 

ican sanitation and registration that the news of his death was re- 
ceived, but also with a deep feeling of personal loss and sorrow. Since 
1894, when the writer first made the acquaintance of Dr. Abbott at 
the session of the American Public Health Association at Montreal, 
he has been in more or less constant correspondence with him, and 
never failed to find untiring interest, cordiality, and excellent advice 
put freely at his service. Dr. Abbott was chairman of the Committee 
on Vital Statistics of the Association for many years, succeeding Dr. 
J. S. Billings, and resigning in favor of the writer in 1897. His re- 
port to the Association in 1894 consisted of a clear presentation of 
the merits of the classification of causes of death reported at the 
meeting of the International Statistical Institute held at Chicago 
during 1893, and it is from this report as a basis that the movement 
in this country in favor of the general adoption of the uniform classi- 
fication then known as the "Bertillon system" began to grow. Dr. 
Abbott was one of the three members of the commission appointed 
by the Association to aid in the work of revision of the system per- 
formed at Paris in August, 1900, since which date it is known as the 
International Classification, and is used by the United States Census, 
all registration States, and many foreign countries. His name should 
never be forgotten in connection with the history of the development 
of uniform and comparable international mortality statistics.— Dr. 
Cressy L. Wilbur, in Michigan Monthly Bulletin of Vital Statistics. 



BUREAU OF STATISTICS OF DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE. 

The following extracts are taken from the report of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, Nov. 26, 1904, in regard to the statistical work of the 
department :— ■ 

On July 1, 1903, the Division of Statistics of this department, 
which is the oldest distinctively statistical agency of the govern- 
ment, antedating by a score of years the creation of this depart- 
ment, received the broader organization of a bureau. 

As now organized, the Bureau of Statistics includes a Division of 
Domestic Crop Reports, a Division of Foreign Markets, and a Mis- 
cellaneous Division, which conducts special investigations and col- 
lects statistics on rural economics. The work of the Division of 
Domestic Crop Reports forms the most conspicuous feature of the 
statistical work of the department. It employs nearly two-thirds 
of the entire clerical force of the Bureau, and calls to its aid the 
public-spirited service of nearly 250,000 voluntary correspondents, 
whose painstaking service deserves grateful appreciation. The 
results of its investigations are published monthly in the Crop Re- 
porter, of which over 1,300,000 copies were distributed during the 
year. 

The general appreciation by the business and farming public of the 
value of the department crop reports grows steadily. Criticism is 
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not lacking. On the contrary, it is one of the curious features of this 
work that, the more closely reports represent the actual facts and the 
wider the appreciation of their accuracy, the more subject they become 
to criticism. This is undoubtedly due to the fact that, as their general 
accuracy is more and more widely recognized, they necessarily exer- 
cise a greater influence upon the markets, thus inevitably favoring or 
antagonizing, as the case may be, some of those who are engaged in 
the game of speculation in agricultural products. 

This immediately attracts the adverse comments of the losers. This 
result is unavoidable, and is apparently the inevitable penalty the 
department must pay for issuing reports so reliable and so generally 
appreciated as to have instant effect on the markets. Were the re- 
verse true, and were these reports regarded as unreliable, they would 
not influence prices, and criticisms would be reduced to a minimum. 

The Bureau is earnestly engaged in studying the efforts of numer- 
ous associations of cotton manufacturers organized in several Euro- 
pean countries, for the purpose of promoting the production of cotton 
in new lands, with a view to rendering them more or less independent 
of the American cotton-grower. These efforts are being especially 
directed to the interior of Africa. Before long it is thought that the 
department will be able to publish some valuable matter on this in- 
teresting subject. 

The production and international movement of grain in the principal 
European countries is another subject which is receiving the earnest 
attention of the Division of Foreign Markets. 

With the assistance of experts newly engaged, the rice and truck 
crops will for the first time be made the subjects of systematic and 
continuous statistical investigation. The grain belt has been redis- 
tricted, and an additional field agent assigned to it. 



NOTES. 



The Health of the Nation. By C. H. d'E. Leppington, in the Char- 
ity Organization Review (London), Vol. XV. No. 88. 

This is a brief review of the Report of the Royal Commission on 
Physical Training in Scotland recently published. Mr. Leppington 
mentions the investigations of several men of note in Great Britain, 
but the greater part of his article consists of a resume 1 of some of the 
evidence collected by the commission. He says that the prevalent 
opinion is that the population of Great Britain is undergoing a process 
of gradual physical deterioration; and this view appears to be sus- 
tained by the evidence brought out in the investigations of the com- 
mission. The reason for this tendency seems to be the unfavorable 
conditions of city life among the poor, such as lack of air and light, 



